“HE STILL SPEAKS, EVEN THOUGH HE IS DEAD”
Hebrews 11:4
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INTRODUCTION


I officiated over a graveside service many years ago near Welch, in northeast Oklahoma. The funeral director called my attention to a grave at the edge of the graveyard. He told me that it was the grave of Ma Barker, a famous criminal during the 1920s-1930s. She and her four sons were a gang of cutthroats who robbed and killed. After she was caught and killed by the FBI in 1935, she was buried far away from everyone else and was turned the opposite direction from others. She faces the west so that she will be unable to see Jesus when He returns in the east. She still speaks, even though she is dead. Such was also said of Abel, son of Adam and Eve—thus the title of the sermon for today.
I. HE OFFERED A BETTER SACRIFICE TO GOD.

1. He offered a blood sacrifice.

2. He offered this kind of sacrifice because it covered his sin.
3. His offering reflected the greatest of all sacrifices—that of Jesus Christ.

“He still speaks, even though he is dead.”
II. HE OFFERED THE BEST SACRIFICE TO GOD.
1. He offered a life of righteousness to God.
2. He offered his possessions to God.
3. His offering led to an unexpected loss of his life.
“He still speaks, even though he is dead.”
III. HE OFFERS AN EXAMPLE FOR US TO FOLLOW.
1. He teaches us to give ourselves to God.
2. He teaches us to give everything to God.

3. He teaches us that life may be taken from us at any moment.

We learn that every day we have is precious. We learn that we must give our offerings to God now, not tomorrow, not next week, not next year; for we do not know how long we shall live. Remember this great truth: “You will still speak, even though you will be dead.” Live each day for God. Give your all to God.
CONCLUSION


Let us be mindful of the reality of life. We can learn positive lessons from Abel. We can learn negative lessons from persons like Ma Barker, as well as quite a number of biblical examples. For instance, when King Jehoram died after ruling for eight years, the Bible records, “He passed away, to no one’s regret” (2 Chron. 21:20). He wasted his life by marrying an evil woman, living an evil life, and leading the citizens to do the same. Also, when King Jehoiakim died, he was dragged through the streets and out of the city like a donkey because of his wickedness, and no one mourned his death (see Jere. 22:19). Thus, we can see the powerful truth of our text: “He still speaks, even though he is dead.”

 Illustration: In July of 2007, K. J. Choi placed 8th at the British Open. In an interview printed in the Chosun Ilbo, he said that, in order for you “to reach the next level,” you must follow “the principle of the steps.” He continues, “No matter how well things are going, you have to take one step at a time. You can’t be taking two or three steps at a time for the rest of your life. I want to tell other athletes and young people that they must take one step at a time no matter how things go. You have to take time to build a dam. If not, it will all come tumbling down.” Be patient. Grow one day at a time—both physically and spiritually.
In closing, I must ask you: What life lessons from these persons will you apply to your life today? What will you choose to do to influence what your life says about you once you are dead? Remember, “You will still speak, even though you will be dead!”
